
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the Book of Ecclesiastes, the enigmatic prophet Kohelet penned 

some of the mostquoted lines in Scripture: “For everything there is a 

season, and a time for every matter under heaven. … A time to keep 

silence, and a time to speak. (Eccl. 3:1-8).” Given the current social 

unrest, this is certainly one of these times to which the prophet 

alludes. And it is not a time to remain silent. But what to say? 
 

I struggle for words right now for various reasons. I struggle because 

so many words have already been spoken. I struggle with how to speak a pastoral 

word into the current situation. But then I am reminded that over the centuries, 

everyone engaged in pastoral ministry has faced such a struggle. This is not easy 

for any of us as we all seek to speak and do the best we can in these tumultuous 

times. 
 

But rather than quoting from the giants of history, I am inspired by giants of this 
congregation’s history, the founding pastor of Ladue Chapel, Rev. Dr. Davidson 
McDowell, and one of the associate pastors at the time, Rev. Eldon McKie. David 

and Eldon were deeply moved by the civil unrest in this country in the early 1960s. 

They decided to follow their Christian conscience and help register African-

American voters in Selma, AL, so their voices could not only be heard but also 

counted at the ballot box. Upon their return home, my colleagues’ personal 

convictions and actions provided the congregation with an opportunity to talk 

openly and honestly about their own convictions and faith as it informed the 

situation. 
 

There are two things that strike me. One is that the commitment to working for 

social justice has been firmly embedded in the DNA of this congregation since its 

inception. Two, there is one word that runs like a red thread through David’s 

sermons because it is the red thread that runs through all of Scripture: freedom. 

God’s story with God’s people is the story of freedom, of liberation, from start to 

finish. Liberation and freedom for the Israelites from Egyptian slavery, liberation 

and freedom from the Roman oppressors in Jesus’s time, and liberation and 

freedom of our very souls accomplished and secured through Christ’s life, death, 

and resurrection. After all, “For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, 

therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery (Galatians 5:1).” Liberation 

and freedom was God’s story then, it is still the same story today, and always 
will be. 
 

The place we all stand in at this time is not a comfortable one. Not for any of us. 

But Christ urged his contemporaries, and by extension us, to live in peace with one 

another, to love one another, and to forgive one another so that, in the end, we all 

might be free. As the great Abraham Lincoln called upon all citizens in his Second 

Inaugural Address, we can only achieve this “With malice toward none [and] with 

charity for all.” As Christ’s disciples, what matters for now is not so much what 

any of us might say, but rather what we will do. This, because freedom and 

liberation for all is not merely an individual privilege, it is also our communal 

responsibility. 
 

Blessings, 
Dieter 
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Based on a recommendation from a Health Task Group, comprised of several 

members of our congregation, the session of Ladue Chapel decided that the church 

remain closed during the summer months. Session arrived at this decision out of an 

abundance of caution for the health and safety of our congregations’ members of 

all ages and of our staff. Session has also tasked this group to reconvene in late 

July/Early August to reevaluate the situation and advise session accordingly. 
 

This is a difficult decision. We know how important it is for our members to come 

together in worship and fellowship as the body of Christ and we are looking 

forward to and are longing for the day when this will be possible again safely and 

joyfully. Until that day, we pray for God’s comfort, strength, and peace to be with 

us all. 
 

We have also established a contact tracing protocol for everyone who enters the 

building at any given time. There is a sign in/sign out sheet in the alcove as you 

enter the church via the Gathering Place. Please make sure to sign in and out if and 

when you enter the church. Thank you so much for keeping all of us healthy and 

safe. 
 

(The members of the Health Task Group are: Dr. Randall Clary, MD; Dr. James 

Esther, MD; Dr. Frecky Lewis, MD; Dr. Karen Mullis, PhD; Dr. Jill Powell, MD; 

Dr. Laurie Senol, MD; staff resource: Rev. Dr. Dieter Heinzl, PhD) 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Anne Duncan, Clerk of Session 
Rev. Dieter Heinzl, staff resource 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Cares and Concerns 

 
Prayers and Concerns: Bob Lucy, Emily Gebhard, Sally Hutchison, Karen Valvero, 

Patricia Webster, Gin Henderson 
 
We offer our Christian love and sympathy to Liz Higginbotham and Kent 

Higginbotham on the death of their mother, Sarah "Sally" Higginbotham who 

entered the Church Triumphant on Sunday, May 31, 2020. We have established a 

memorial in Sally's name. Gifts can be made to the Ladue Chapel Sally 

Higginbotham Memorial. 
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