
 

 

 

 

May 26, 2020 
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will 

be my witnesses to the ends of the earth. 

(Acts 1:8) 

Like many of you, I have found myself wandering through a wilderness of 

feelings. Confusion. Frustration. Grief. Gratitude. Anxiety. Restlessness. Wonder. When will the 

“new” normal begin? What will it look like? How will the world be changed? How will the 

church be changed? How will I be changed? And what is God up to in the midst of all this 

turmoil? 

And God IS up to something. Because God is in this mess with us. God was the energy in the 

chaos of the Big Bang. God was the rainbow of promise in a world destroyed by floods. God was 

the breath that blew open the Red Sea of freedom. God was the manna feeding hungry people, 

and the still small voice reviving Elijah’s weary soul. God was the seed of Incarnation and the 

mystery of Resurrection. God spoke to Job’s agony and inspired David’s laments. And God 

midwifed the church amidst the dancing flames and babbling tongues of Pentecost. God is 

always up to something – even in the darkest and loneliest days – and God always makes things 

new. 

 



My Facebook feed has been full of posts by pastors trying to figure out how to “be” the Church 

moving forward. All of us resist the question: When will the church open up? Because, you see, 

the church has never been “closed.” As we all know, “the church is not a building, the church is 

not a resting place - the church is the people!” And the people of Ladue Chapel have been the 

church these past few months: creative online worship and children’s activities, dozens of Zoom 

meetings, outreach phone calls by Pastors, Deacons, Elders, and Stephen Ministers, dozens of 

meals cooked and delivered to St. Patrick’s Center, 10,000 pounds of food gathered for Isaiah 

58, hundreds of homemade masks, God in Our Midst daily devotions, and faithful financial 

giving to pay our staff and support our mission partners. Ladue Chapel has never been “closed” 

to the compassion and creativity of God’s Spirit. 

All of us yearn to be back together, hugging and laughing and singing and smiling – but it is not 

yet time. Your Session will be deciding this week on how long to refrain from “in person” 

worship – in order to keep our community of faith safe and healthy. And how we can best wait 

for the Spirit of God to usher us into the future. 

And so, my friends, let us be patient – and bold! 

Blessings to all – Susan 

(Note: Based on my Interim contract negotiated last fall, Sim and I will be gone June 1st-28th – 

enjoying our family property, nestled amidst the mountains of Western North Carolina. I will 

look forward to returning for the rest of the summer.) 


