
 

 

 

 

March 24, 2020 

When we divided up the “front page” of the Chapel Bell several weeks ago, I 

was assigned this week’s issue, with the intent to write about our upcoming 

Palm Sunday concert, which was to be the Missouri premier of Bob Chilcott’s St 

John Passion. We are disappointed that the concert has been cancelled, 

especially for the soloists, choir members and musicians who had been working 

on the music for several months. 

I want to thank our musicians who have been coming in to record pieces to send to you on the daily 

Witnessing in the Wilderness congregational email and to sing at the livestream services. As we have 

been seeing from around the world, music is a strong healing and unifying force. In the words of one of 

our choir members, “may music be what saves our spirits and heals that which medicine cannot.” 

Since our concert has had to be postponed, I thought I would send you some links of musical 

performances that I have found interesting; I hope you will take a look and discover something 

interesting yourself. 

Songs in the Desert 

A collaborative audio Lenten devotional about Christian hymns. Which hymns speak to us and 

why? Created by my colleague and friend David Sinden from St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in 

Ladue. 

facebook.com/songsinthedesert or songsinthedesertpodcast.blogspot.com/ 

North Hadley UCC Hymn Sing Along Project 

Here is a creative hymn sing along project organized by Chris White of the North Hadley 

Congregational Church in Massachusetts. And this one doesn’t require going to Facebook! 

northhadleycongregationalchurch.org/hymnsforsinging?fbclid=IwAR0TbBhywLoU1T0dC 

MoSl2bhlpOhIv4iHwmMVNAsBFN6jFebBfIfqGuZxKY 

Metropolitan Opera 

Did you know that the Met is streaming a nightly opera for free? 

metopera.org 

 



Karen Kanakis 

Our own Karen Kanakis is recording a song (and accompanying herself at the same time, which 

is quite a feat!) and posting on her FB page every day. 

facebook.com/karen.kanakis 

 

Songs of Praise 

Are you familiar with the long-running British program called “Songs of Praise?” It is a BBC 

Television religious program that presents Christian hymns sung in churches of varying 

denominations from around the United Kingdom. 

 

The series was first broadcast in October 1961. It is one of the longest running series of its 

genre on television anywhere in the world.  

 

And finally, here is a recording of a favorite hymn, “It Is Well with My Soul,” beautifully sung by the 

Wartburg Choir (and accompanied on a magnificent Schoenstein organ). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyPEohF6qq8 

 

As for the St John Passion, we plan to present it next year during Lent! In the meantime, if you 

would like to listen to a recording of the first performance at Wells Cathedral, go to: 

youtube.com/watch?v=IcKDVGa3rLo 

  

MESSAGE FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR 

Thank you, Ladue Chapel family, for supporting your staff and each other during these difficult times. 

It is a joy for me to work with the talented people who serve as your pastoral, program and support 

staff. We are learning new and different ways for being a collaborative team. At moments like this, 

ZOOM is amazing!  

We are grateful for your positive response to our Live Streaming of worship, and our God in the Midst 

daily devotional with videos, picture, prayers, and scripture. (You can send photos or poems or prayers 

to msmith@laduechapel.org) The Spirit is connecting us – even if we cannot physically touch each other 

with hugs and smiles. 

Let me bring you up to date on the decisions we have made (as of today!): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyPEohF6qq8


The building is closed and locked for the foreseeable future. 

There is a rotating schedule of support and maintenance staff – two at a time – to be in the building on 

weekdays from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. They are checking mail, recording contributions, paying bills, preparing 

the Sunday bulletin, answering phones, and doing some deep cleaning of the building. The building is 

closed to others. 

Program and Pastoral staff are coming into the building for short periods of time to pick up planning 

materials, practice the organ, prepare for worship – and then lead worship on Sunday mornings. 

Our staff meetings on Tuesday are now through Zoom. 

The Session will have a meeting by Zoom on Wednesday evening – just to check in and plan for the well-

being of the congregation during this time. 

Route 345 (creative programming for our children) is taking place by Zoom. (Contact Courtney for 

information or participation). 

The Program and Pastoral staff are reaching out by phone to our most vulnerable members and health 

care workers in our midst, and the children will soon be encouraged to “adopt” some older folk through 

phone calls and cards. 

We know that these are anxiety producing and isolating times for all of us. So, please pray for each other 

and your staff daily – as we do for you. 

ONE MORE THING, though we are apart as community, the financial needs of this congregation 

continue. We are saving on property and program costs, but our staff salaries and mission commitments 

continue. If your own finances allow it, please mail in your offerings and pledges or donate online here. 

May God bless you and keep you – now and forever.  

Susan Andrews 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


