
 

Sunday, July 14  & July 
21 Worship Services at  

10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Scriptures 
 

July 14: Amos 7:7-17; 
Ps. 82; Col. 1:1-14; Luke 
10:25-37 
 
July 7: Amos 8:1-12; Ps. 
52; Col. 1:15-28; Luke 
10:38-42 
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Music Ministry 
 
July 14: Soloist Tara Campbell will sing “Hear, O 
People,” with Anne Peacock at the organ. 
 
July 21: Karen Kanakis and Jacob Lassetter will 
sing “How Can I keep from Singing” with Anne 
Peacock at the organ. 

9450 Clayton Road 
St. Louis, MO  63124-1568 

  

Ladue Chapel VBS 
 

Register Now!  

July 29-August 1, 2019 

This year's theme for Vacation 

Bible School is "Who is My 

Neighbor?" Children will explore 

bible stories that talk about how 

we are called to love God and 

love our neighbors, to live 

peacefully, and everyone is 

invited. All children ages 4yrs old

-fifth grade are welcome to 

participate. Register at:   

laduechapel.org/learn/children/ 

Kindermusik Registration 
 

 

Kindermusik, a broad-based 

musical program for 4 and 5-

year-old children (must be age 

four by September 23, 2019), 

will again be offered at Ladue 

Chapel during the 2019-2020 

school year. For more infor-

mation or to register contact 

Anne Peacock at 314-993-

4771 ext 3122. 
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By the time you receive this issue of the 
Chapel Bell, I will be retired from active ministry, 
and as the pastor and head of staff of Ladue 
Chapel.  For me, at least, it’s been a wonderful 
nearly fourteen years of ministry with you.  I feel 
privileged to have been called to serve as your 
pastor, and I am honored to have known you, 
worshipped with you, communed with you, 
served with you, and learned from you.  I also 
think we accomplished some amazing things on 
behalf of Christ of which I think you can be deservedly proud.  
Ladue Chapel is a great church, because it’s filled with great 
people. 

 

 When I first came, I was unconsciously looking for a word 
or a phrase that describes our church, and I was stumped.  I knew 
we were not a neighborhood church.  Then Bill Port said, “We are 
a destination church,” and that was the descriptor I had been 
searching for.  On Sunday morning, our members pass by other 
churches to get to ours, and some drive up to twenty miles from 
home to participate in the exceptional quality of ministry we 
provide.  The burden of being a destination church of course, is 
that we have to maintain that exceptional quality in everything we 
do, and together I think we have done that. 
 

 As you are aware, it’s getting increasingly difficult to be the 
church in America.  A recent Gallup poll showed that participation 
in church has declined from 72% in 1976 to just 50% in 2019, and 
the definition of “regular attendance” in worship has gone from 
three out of every four Sundays, to just one out of six Sundays.  
These aren’t problems that can be fixed, but rather a condition 
which the church must endure.  It’s just going to be different. 
 

 My parting advice to you is to remain who you are, and 
serve those whom God has called you to serve.  Authenticity is 
critically important to our younger generations.  You don’t need to 
be hip or cool, just authentic, and authentic disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  And I continue to argue that there is always a market for 
excellence, and that’s what Ladue Chapel has always tried to 
provide: excellence in worship, in education, in fellowship, in 
member care, in mission, and in stewardship.  It’s who we are! 
 

 I wish you Godspeed in the days, months, and years to 
come, and will continue to pray for Ladue Chapel and for each of 
you.  Keep the faith, and God’s peace be with you. 
 
 Faithfully yours, 
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Mary Circle 
 

 
The members of Ladue 
Chapel’s Mary Circle invite 
you to join them in their Bible 
study for 2019-2020.  Mary 
Circle is open to all women of 
all ages and meets monthly 
from Sept-May.  The circle 
group meets on the third 
Tuesday of each month from 
10:30-11:30 a.m. in the Bickel 
conference room.  We’d love 
to have YOU join!  Ques-
tions?  Call Vicki at 314-484-
0189. 

Chapel Bell 
Summer Schedule 

After the month of May, the Chapel 
Bell will be published twice a month 

in the summer.  
 

Here is the schedule: 
July 9, July 23, 

August 6, August 20 
 

Go green!  
 

Did you know you can receive The 
Chapel Bell by email? If you would 
like to help us reduce paper usage 
and receive The Chapel Bell electron-
ically, send an email to Harper Phil-
lips at hphillips@laduechapel.org. 

https://laduechapel.org/
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Cares & Concerns 
 

 

Recently Hospitalized or Recovering at Home: Janet Knight, Maralynn 
Sparks, Marilyn Lord, and Paul Watson, Sr. 
 

We offer our Christian love and sympathy to:  
 

 John Hensley and family and friends of John’s cousin, Nancy Hall 
Johnston, who died and entered the Church Triumphant on June 
19.  Services were held on June 29.  We have established a 
memorial in Nancy’s name.  Gifts may be made to the Ladue 
Chapel Nancy Hall Johnston Memorial. 

 Family and friends of Susan Krombach, who died and entered the 
Church Triumphant on June 22.  Services were held on July 1.  We 
have established a memorial in Susan’s name.  Gifts may be made 
to the Ladue Chapel Susan Krombach Memorial. 

 Tammy (Rick) Walsh and Family on the death of her father, Roger 
Lee Turner, on June 28. His service was held at Ladue Chapel on 
July 3. 

 Judy Sutter Hinrichs and family on the death of her husband, Rich 
Meckfessel, on June 26 in Savannah, GA.  A service is being 
planned at Ladue Chapel at 10:00 a.m. on September 14. 

 
 

If you are aware of a member in the hospital or anticipating a 
hospitalization, please call the church office at 993-4771 or speak to one 
of the pastors.are available to offer a ministry of care, compassion, and 
prayer in times of need.  
 

Pastoral Nominating Committee 
 

YOUR PASTORAL NOMINATING COMMITTEE is working hard 
to identify our Pastor, Head of Staff! We have already met several 
times since you elected us on April 28

th
. 

 

In August, you will be asked, via formal survey, your opinion for 
the qualities of our Pastor and Church Community. Please spend 
thoughtful, prayerful time completing this as you will tell us what is 
most important to you, not only in our search for our Pastor, but 
where we, as a church community, want to go in the future. 
 

The Presbyterian process is collaborative and thorough. Following 
completion of the survey, the PNC will create and post a Ministry 
Information Form, review submitted Personal Information Forms, 
narrow selections, bring in final candidates, negotiate terms of 
call, and, then, present our final recommendation to you. Our tar-
get date is September 2020, but only if we find the best Pastor for 
Ladue Chapel.  We petition your prayers for the PNC during this 
time. 
 

There will be long periods of silence along the way, but please 
know that your Committee is working diligently. Understand that 
we cannot share everything, but are ever-mindful that we repre-
sent you. 
 

So, stay tuned …we will keep you updated every step of the way! 
 
Ralph Thaman, PNC Chair; Linda Bryant; Mary Carr; Laila Crabtree; Lisa Etz-
wiler; Rick Oleshak, Stephen Peacock; John Spencer; Carol Wellman; Rick 
Wilhelm; Sarah Yancey 

When you see a post from Ladue Chapel 
on Facebook and Instagram, remember, 
To “Like” is human, but to “Share” is 
divine! 

CALENDAR 
 An extended calendar 

is available at www.laduechapel.org 
Thursday, July 11 
  No Church Events Scheduled 

Friday, July 12 
  No Church Events Scheduled 

Saturday, July 13 
  No Church Events Scheduled 

Sunday, July 14 

 9:45  am Infant Care Nursery 

 10:00  am Worship Sanctuary 

 11:15 am Mission Intern Mtng.    Bickel 

Monday, July 15 
 8:30  am Counters     Staff Conf Room 

 7:00  pm New Member Com. Leutwiler 

Tuesday, July 16 
 9:15  am Staff Calendar Mtg.  Leutwiler 

 9:30 am Program Staff Mtg Staff CR 

 10:00  am WA Bandages  FH-N 

 12:00 pm WA Brown Bag Lunch FH-N 

 1:00  pm Women’s Study Grp Library 

Wednesday, July 17 
 8:00 am Finance Com.              Bickel  

 8:15  am Men’s Bible Study Leutwiler 

 7:00  pm Stewardship Com.  Leutwiler 

Thursday, July 18 
  No Church Events Scheduled 

Friday, July  19 
  No Church Events Scheduled 

Saturday, July  20 
  No Church Events Scheduled 

Sunday, July 21 

 9:45  am Infant Care Nursery 

 10:00  am Worship Sanctuary 
 11:15 am Mission Intern Mtng.  Mellow 

 11:30 am Lectio Divina             Fireside  

Monday, July 22 
 8:30  am Counters     Staff Conf Room 

 7:00  pm PNC                         Leutwiler 

Tuesday, July 23 
 9:30 am Mailing Angels Gulick 

 9:30 am Program Staff Mtg Staff CR 

 10:00  am WA Bandages  FH-N 

 12:00 pm WA Brown Bag Lunch FH-C 

 1:00  pm Women’s Study Grp Library 

 7:00 pm SM 4th Tues Leutwiler 

Wednesday, July 24 

 8:15  am Men’s Bible Study Leutwiler 

Thursday, July 25 
 4:30 pm Endowment Com.       Bickel 
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Dear Friends, 
 

As we all know, on June 30
th
, Mark Thomas, retired as the Pastor/Head of Staff of our congre-

gation.  We have all accepted the news of his retirement with feelings of joy for him, and with feel-
ings of loss for ourselves.  His nearly fourteen-year ministry to our church, and its members and 
friends, has been greatly appreciated.  

 
As I mentioned in my prior open letter, now that Mark is retired, our relationship with him 

must, by definition, change.  I thought it best that we all have a clear understanding of what that 
change means.  Mark’s retirement marks the end of his professional pastoral relationship with our 
church.  As such, we all need to understand and remember: 
 

1. Mark has agreed to, and signed, ministerial ethical guidelines, which strongly urge him to 
maintain professional distance and personal separation from our church. 

 
2. The Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy believes it is the ethical responsibility of former and 

retired pastors to graciously decline all requests for pastoral services from former parish-
ioners. 

 
3. An invitation seeking Mark’s professional participation in any aspect of the church’s minis-

try can only be extended by the Session or at the free initiative of the person who will be 
our new pastor (both interim and/or permanent). 
 

 
While it might be difficult to resist the temptation to invite Mark to officiate at a funeral, bap-

tism, wedding or other occasion, we should, in fact, resist that temptation.  If his presence is desired 
at such an event, please feel free to allow him the privilege of attending as a guest rather than ask-
ing him to assume a pastoral role.   

 
We will always be grateful to Mark for everything he did to enrich our life and strengthen our 

spiritual journey.  Before he left, we honored him with a reception and gifts, and expressed our 
thankfulness for his ministry.  Although these celebrations are still fresh in our minds, it is also time 
to prepare for our future.  We do that by identifying interim pastoral leadership, and moving forward 
in calling a new person who will, through God’s grace and goodness, serve our congregation as its 
pastor. 

 
 On behalf of the Session, I invite your prayers for us, for the Pastor Nominating Committee, 
for our clergy and staff, and for our members in this time of transition.  And I invite your prayers for 
the bright future and faithful ministry of Ladue Chapel. 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 

 
 
 
William S. Port 
Clerk of Session 
Ladue Chapel Presbyterian Church 

https://www.facebook.com/LadueChapel
https://www.instagram.com/laduechapel/

