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With the beginning of Advent comes the start of a new year. I 
enjoy this time of year because it invites me to look back on the 
previous year and look ahead to what the New Year might hold. 
Committees were busy in 2019--You may have noticed some of 
their work recently; the Advent Banners on the front of the church 
and the daily Advent devotional email. Something else that will be 
happening in 2020 is that a small task group, formed by the New 
Member Committee, will be working to clean our membership 
rolls. 
 

The New Member Committee and the task group have already 
started their work. In October, the New Member Committee 
brought a proposal to Session which introduced the category of 
“friend” to our member status at Ladue Chapel. As a “friend” of 
Ladue Chapel, someone can receive pastoral care, be baptized, 
get married or have a funeral at Ladue Chapel. The difference 
between being a “member” and being a “friend” is that “friends” will not vote in annual 
congregational meetings or be an Elder or a Deacon. “Friends” will however be invited to 
participate in the full life of the church and are able to be active on committees if they choose. 
 

This “friend” category is meant to be a way for those who see Ladue Chapel as their spiritual 
home, but who may now live out of town or who are unable to be actively involved, to remain 
connected. A “friend” of Ladue Chapel may also be someone who is active in our programs and 
community but who isn’t ready to be a full member yet. 
 

Our hope in introducing this category is that those who want to remain connected to Ladue 
Chapel have that option, while at the same time, we can get an accurate understanding of our 
membership. 
 

As the task group moves forward with their work in 2020 we will be working closely with 
Session—who will finalize both the list of people to receive a letter and at the end of our work, 
approve the list of names moving from member to friend or who will be removed from our roles. 
 

Please keep the task group in prayer over the next few months as we reach out through emails, 
letters and phone calls—working to connect with those we haven’t heard from in a few years and 
inviting them to consider how they would like to participate in the life of Ladue Chapel. It will be a 
process but one we hope will build up our community of faith. 
 

Peace, 
 



 

2  DECEMBER 10, 2019 · THE CHAPEL BELL 

Cares & Concerns 

 

Recently Hospitalized or Recovering at Home: Lorraine Christofferson 

 

We offer our Christian love and sympathy to Julie and the family and friends of her mother, 
Imogene I. Nicolai, who died and entered the Church Triumphant on November 27.  Arrangements 
are pending.  We have established a memorial in Imogene’s name.  Gifts can be made to the 
Ladue Chapel Imogene I. Nicolai Memorial.  
 

We offer our Christian love and sympathy to the family and friends of Anne Trower, who died and 
entered the Church Triumphant on November 25 in Kentucky.  We have established a memorial in 
Anne’s name.  Gifts can be made to the Ladue Chapel Anne Trower Memorial.  

Choral Music Sunday is December 15! 

At both services on Sunday, December 15, the Chancel Choir, so-
loists and orchestra will present the Gloria by Antonio Vivaldi and 
Fantasia on Christmas Carols by Ralph Vaughan Williams. Soloists 
in the Vivaldi will be Victoria Peacock, Amira Fuller, Margaret Milli-
gan Kerr, Nicole Weiss and Johanna Nordhorn. Soloists in the 
Vaughan Williams will be Jacob Lassetter and Zachary Devin. 

The Gloria in D Major is one of Vivaldi’s most famous and most 
popular works. The text is the Gloria in Excelsis Deo (Glory to God 
in the Highest), which begins with the hymn the angels sang to an-
nounce the birth of Christ. This hymn of praise goes on to address 
each person of the Trinity: God the Creator, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit. The different movements vary in mood and style 
according to the text. The choir will be accompanied by an orches-

tra of strings, oboe, trumpet and harpsichord. 

Ralph Vaughan Williams composed his Fantasia on Christmas Carols in 1912, based on recently 
discovered British folk music that had been passed on orally for generations, but had only recently 
been written down for posterity. The carols used by Vaughan Williams include “This is the Truth Sent 
from Above,” which the baritone sings in an atmosphere of hushed reverence at the beginning, and 
the joyous Sussex carol “On Christmas Night.” Other carols include “Come All You Worthy Gentle-
men,” “A Virgin Unspotted,” and “The First Nowell.” Finally, after the choir’s exultant salutation wish-
ing all a happy new year, the music dies away, as if it were the sounds of carolers fading on the 
frosty air. 

2019 Contribution and Stock Gift Deadline 
  

According to IRS guidelines, all donations must have a transaction date on or before 12/31/2019 to be eligible for a 
tax deduction. If the donation is by check, the check must be dated on or before 12/31/2019. If mailed, the envelope 
must be postmarked on or before 12/31/2019. If dropped off at the office, it must be in the possession of the Business Office by 
1:00 p.m. on or before Tuesday, 12/31/2019, in order to ensure the bank deposit is completed on 12/31/2019. If you make a do-
nation online, the funds must be in the Ladue Chapel bank account on or before 12/31/2019.  If you complete your 
donation through a stock transfer, the stock must be received, and made available for sale, by the Ladue Chapel Ameri-
trade account on or before Tuesday, 12/31/2019. Please make sure to notify the business office (Suzanne Williams or 
Tom Sargent at 314-993-4771) of any pending stock transaction so we can verify it and send you a confirmation letter 
for your taxes. Since the holidays are such a busy time, and particularly because many businesses are closed 
December 31, 2019, it is highly recommended to complete all transactions prior to Christmas.  



 

DINNER, FELLOWSHIP, 
MUSIC, AND WORSHIP 

WOW!  
 

Join us on Wednesdays for 
dinner in Fellowship Hall at 5:30 

p.m. 
  

December 18 

Contemplative Worship 

  

Cost 
Adults $10 

Students (age 10–17) $5 

Children (under 9) are free 

 RSVP to 314-993-4771 ext 0.  
 

Contemplative worship in the Taizé style is deeply 
personal and songful, using candlelight, prayerful 

silences, and repetitive singing to establish a mood of 
communion and joy. The service is less like a feast 

and more like savoring a glass of fine wine or a great 
cup of coffee. It opens your spirit to God’s Spirit in a 

unique way.  
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Angel Tree for L.E.A.D. Students 

 

2019 is LCPC’s 16th year supporting this charity 
through an Angel Tree.  In 2019 we will collect 
gifts for 18 children, ages 7-17 who are students 
with L.E.A.D. tutoring. Each stocking contains a 
child’s gift request, as well as a pre-printed gift 
tag which should be returned with the wrapped 
gift by Sunday, December 15. If you have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to reach Karen 
Gheesling Mullis at 314-221-1219 
or kmullis@mac.com. 

Ladue Chapel Nursery School 
 

We are gearing up for the 2020-2021 school year 
at Ladue Chapel Nursery School.  Please see the 
website www.laduechapelnurseryschool.com, for 
more information or call Karen at 993-3993. 

Turkey/Ham Drive 

 

Bring a 10 lb. turkey or a ham to the church 
freezer for our annual Holiday Drive.  For over 35 
years, Ladue Chapel members have donated 
turkeys and hams to brighten the holidays for 

families in need in the St. Louis ar-
ea.  Isaiah 58 Ministries, Chapel for 

the Exceptional, and other agencies 
that Ladue Chapel supports will 

distribute the turkeys and hams 
that you donate this year. We 
will continue accepting addi-
tional turkeys and hams until 
December 22. Gobble, gob-
ble!  

Bridge Bread 

 

Did you know the Chase Park 
Plaza gets their dinner rolls from 
Bridge Bread? Make sure to pick 
up your dinner rolls for the holi-
days this Sunday! Bridge Bread 
baked goods (dinner rolls, cinna-
mon rolls, bread, brownies, sweet 
rolls, and bagels) will be for sale in 
the Gathering Place after worship 
on Sunday, December 15.  Bridge 
Bread is a doorway to a more substantial 
future for those experiencing homelessness 
by giving individuals a job and a purpose. Ladue 
Chapel is joining together with 60 area churches 
and supporting the work of Bridge Bread by sell-
ing their baked goods.  Don’t forget, they freeze 
well! 

Holiday Schedule  
 

The church will be closed on December 25, 26 & 
27 for the Christmas holiday and on January 1, 
New Year’s Day. There will not be Chapel Bell is-
sues for December 24 or December 31. The 
Chapel Bell will resume on January 7. Merry 
Christmas & Happy New Year! 



 

Announcing the first professional recording of our  
Schoenstein & Co. pipe organ!  

 
David Erwin, Organist, Bjorn Ran-

heim, Cellist and Megan Stout, Harpist 
 

Titles include O Come, O Come Em-
manuel, The Sussex Carol, Good 

Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing, 
Go, Tell It on the Mountain, What 

Child Is This, and more.  
 

Available in the Gathering Place on 
Sundays for $15. All proceeds to bene-

fit the Ladue Chapel Music  
Endowment Fund. 

 

 

Sunday, December 15 
Worship Services at 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
 

Scriptures 

 

Isa. 35:1-10; Ps. 146:5-10 
or Luke 1:46b-55; James 
5:7-10; Matt. 11:2-11 
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Men’s and Women’s Retreats  
 

Men's Retreat—The Men's Retreat is January 10-11, 2020 at 
Marianist Retreat Center. Rev. Dieter Heinzl will speak after din-
ner on Friday evening and Rev. Amy Bertschausen, Exec. Dir. of 
Care and Counseling will join us on Saturday morning after 
breakfast. Cost for the full retreat is $125 and Saturday only is 
$62. To register, call the church office at 314-993-4771 or visit 
laduechapel.org/mens-retreat-2020/ Contact Steve Peacock at 
314-540-2667 if you have any questions. 
 

Women's Retreat—Register now for the Ladue Chapel Wom-
en's Retreat, January 24-25, 2020 at the Marianist Retreat 
Center. All women 18+ are invited to participate. Speaker: Rev. 
Dr. Sonia Waters. Registrater at laduechapel.org/connect/adult-
fellowship/womens-fellowship/retreat2020/ Questions? Please 
contact Mel Smith (msmith@laduechapel.org or 314-993-4771) 


