
LADUE CHAPEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) ·  ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI OCTOBER 9, 2019 VOL. 36  NO. 30 

OCTOBER 9, 2019 · THE CHAPEL BELL  1   

I am sitting at my desk attempting to write a compelling and inspirational article that 
will convey some sense of wisdom to you – however, it is the first real day of fall, 
simply beautiful, and the Cardinals have a play-off game in a couple of hours. I am 
not feeling particularly confident of my ability at this moment. 
 

In this article I would like to share some thoughts with you on the subject of why we 
give to the church. Not too surprising you might think. I am the financial administrator 
for the church. I am responsible for budgets and reporting financial results. Seems to 
make sense. 
 

Please stay with me here. I don’t think you have heard a church administrator speak 
about sharing our financial gifts as I am about to. 
 

IT’S NOT ABOUT ANNUAL GIVING, PLEDGES OR BUDGETS. 
 

Yes as a practical matter we have to plan for and prepare annual budgets. It is really an internal exercise for 
which the program staff and Session are responsible. Its purpose is to ensure we invest in the right programs, 
hold people accountable for spending in the areas they manage and limit our expenditures to the available cash 
we have on hand. 
 

The issue is that we become focused on what we believe revenue will be before we create the budget. This is 
putting the cart before the horse so to speak. The budget should not be driven by what we anticipate as 
contribution revenue in a 12 month time frame. It should not be driven by mathematical formulas for a 
percentage increase from the prior year. The budget should be a reflection of what resources we need to 
expend in achieving our mission, fulfilling our dreams as people of God and doing the right thing for the right 
reason. Our current budget process is based on allocating anticipated annual giving. It should be based on how 
we, as a congregation, want to serve God. We then need to raise the necessary funds to achieve those goals. 
 

Are we providing spiritual enrichment to all who seek it? Are we providing shelter for the homeless? Are we 
feeding the hungry? Are we taking care of those struggling with mental illness or disabilities? How much is 
enough? I would contend that enough is when we have evangelized to all who will listen; sheltered all who need 
a roof over their head; eliminated the hunger; and, comforted those who are struggling with mental or physical 
challenges. 
 

Giving to church need not be defined as an annual process where we ask the members to “pay dues”. Giving to 
the church must be embraced as a grateful expression of God’s generosity to us. Members are not motivated to 
give to cover the needs of the church. Members are motivated to give when they believe then church is 
providing for their needs and achieving the goals embraced by the congregation. Stewardship is not a 
committee or a program. Stewardship is our collective commitment to use the generosity God has provided us 
to love and care for our neighbors. 
 

The reality is that this congregation possesses the financial resources we need to accomplish the work God 
wants us to do. Our focus needs to be ensuring we are working on the right goals and providing for the needs 
of the congregation to motivate giving as a joyous, fulfilling part of our relationship with God. 
 

I believe a new paradigm would benefit our church. One that equates giving with joy, gratitude and a sense of 
accomplishing something important together. To make this happen we must ensure we are working on the right 
issues and providing the congregation with a sense of fulfillment. Those needs will differ according to different 
generational driven priorities. We must ask for input, listen to responses, define areas of importance and 
execute well. Then we can all serve God together through a beautiful expression of gratitude for the generosity 
we are the beneficiaries of. 
 

I wish you Peace and Joy, 
Tom 

P.S. – The Community Conversations currently being planned and led by the PNC is your opportunity to add 
your voice and ideas as we discern the priorities for LCPC’s future. Visit  bit.ly/PNCSignUp to sign up. 
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Come make a difference! 
 

� Habitat Build Days: Join Ladue Chapel and Interfaith Partnership volunteers on October 
12 to participate in a Habitat build. For more details, please visit: laduechapel.org/serve/ways-

to-participate and click on Habitat for Humanity.  
� Children’s Committee: The Children’s Committee needs Sunday School and Good 

Shepherd volunteers.  The curriculum is provided and there are several different time slots and 
classes available.  Please contact Courtney Chandler (cchandler@laduechapel.org)  for more 
information. 

The PNC Requests the Honor of Your Presence  

The Pastor Nominating Committee requests the honor of your presence for COMMUNITY 
CONVERSATIONS in October to hear more directly from you about your vision for the future 
of Ladue Chapel and the qualities you want in our next Pastor/Head of Staff. Please stop by 
the table in the Gathering Place before or after worship to select your session. Or scan this QR 
code or go to bit.ly/PNCSignUp to use SignUpGenius! 

Cares & Concerns 

 

Recently Hospitalized or Recovering at Home: Tom Grass 

 

We offer our Christian love and sympathy to Linda Corbett and friends and family on the death of her 
mother, Maralynn Sparks on October 6. 
 

If you are aware of a member in the hospital or anticipating a hospitalization, please call the church office at 
993-4771 ext 0 or speak to one of the pastors.  We are available to offer a ministry of care, compassion, 
and prayer in times of need. 
  

DINNER, FELLOWSHIP, MUSIC, AND 
WORSHIP 

WOW! 
  

 

Join us on Wednesdays for dinner in            
Fellowship Hall at 5:30 p.m. 

 

October 16 

 

Pot Roast, vegetables, salad and a dessert. 
Catered by Carolyn’s 

  

Cost 
Adults $10 

Students (age 10–17) $5 

Children (under 9) are free 

  

RSVP to 314-993-4771 ext 0. 

 

Worship to follow at 6:15 p.m. 
  

Taize Style Worship will be led by Rev. Mel Smith. 
  

Bring a friend! 

DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?    

    

    

    

    

    

    
 

 

Anne Peacock (Ministry Assistant/Director of 
Spirituality) has served on the Ladue Chapel 

Staff in several different positions for 25 
years! She has attended LCPC since 

childhood, beginning in 1975. What a gift! 
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John Mozeliak at Ladue Chapel 
 

The Men's Fellowship Committee invites 
everyone to our 2019 Speaker Series - Tuesday, 
November 5! The committee has arranged a 
sports-themed dinner with current President of 
Baseball Operations of the St. Louis Cardinals, 
John Mozeliak. Join us on Tuesday, November 5 
at 6:15 p.m., for dinner, then to listen to John 
Mozeliak. RSVP in the church office, 314-993-

4771, or email Bob Cranston 
(bccran@swbell.net) 

THANK YOU MAILING  
ANGELS! 

 

The Chapel Bell would have never been possi-
ble if it weren't for the dedicated Mailing An-
gels. Every Tuesday, the Mailing Angels have 
been responsible for preparing The Chapel Bell 
for the Post Office. We appreciate all their hard
-work and unbeatable company. Thank you, 
Angels! 
  

Men's Speaker Series 

 

The Men’s Fellowship Commit-
tee invites the Men of Ladue 
Chapel to our next 2019 
Speaker Series – Tuesday, 
October 22! Ladue Chapel 
members, Larry “Sky” Dan-
iels and Matt Patterson, will 
talk about their careers and 

experiences as pilots. Join us 
at 6:15 pm for dinner, then lis-

ten to Matt and Larry regal us 
with stories about commercial flying 

and training. Cost is $15 (pay in ad-
vance in church office or on day). RSVP in church 
office (314-993-4771) or email Steve Nichols 
(steven.h.nichols@icloud.com) 

Prescription Drug Take Back 

 

Bring your expired, unused, and unwanted pre-
scription drugs to the Center of Clayton for free 
prescription drug disposal on Saturday, October 
26, from 10am - 2pm. Can’t make the event? A 
prescription drug collection box is available year
-round in the lobby of the Clayton Police De-
partment located at 10 S. Brentwood. 

Women's Retreat 
 

Save the Date for the Ladue 
Chapel Women's Retreat, Janu-
ary 24-25, 2020 at the Marian-
ist Retreat Center. All women 
18+ are invited to participate. 
This year's women's retreat will 
be lead by Rev. Dr. Sonia Wa-
ters. Registration will open mid-

October. Questions? Please con-
tact Mel Smith 
(msmith@laduechapel.org). 

Rescheduled—Ladue Chapel  
Golf Outing 

 

The Golf Outing at Sunset Country Club has 
been rescheduled for Sunday, April 19. 

Trunk or Treat  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 27, 4:00–5:30 p.m. All ages wel-
come! Don't miss out on the fun of trick-or-treating 
out of trunks in the church parking lot! We’ll have 
music, candy, food, games, face painting, and 
pumpkin decorating. There's no need to RSVP, but 
we do need volunteers (youth are welcome!) to 
participate, decorate car trunks, and provide candy 
and small hand-outs for trick-or-treating. To volun-
teer your trunk, please contact Steve Peacock 
(steviep65@icloud.com) 

Disaster Relief 
 

In response to Hurricane Dorian, Presbyterian Dis-
aster Assistance (PDA) says financial donations are 
the best way people can help recovery efforts. You 
can make a donation through Ladue Chapel (memo 
PDA) or directly to Presbyterian Church (USA), P. 
O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700, indi-
cating Relief Fund DR000194.  



 

Sunday, October 13 
Worship Services at 8:30 & 

11:00 a.m. 
 

Scriptures 

Jer. 29: 1, 4-7; Ps. 66:1-12; 2 
Tim. 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19 

 

Music Ministry 

8:30 - Tara Campbell will be 
soloist. 
 

11:00 - Chorister Choir will sing 
“Do Unto Others,” and Chancel 
Choir will sing “Jesus Is Calling” 
by Aaron David Miller. 

The Chapel Bell 
Newsletter of  

Y O U N G  M I N D S   

  

  Y O U N G  H E A R T S   

  

  Y O U N G  F A I T H  

SDEF UG HI AHHJFK A PNC 

CILLMFDHN CIFOJPQRHDIF!

9450 Clayton Road 

St. Louis, MO  63124-1568 

  

Join us for an afternoon of paintball at Gateway Paintball!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When: Saturday, October 19, 11:30-3:30 p.m. 
Where: drop off and pickup at Ladue Chapel  

Who: all 9th-12th grade students and friends are welcome!  
Cost: $35  RSVP to: Mike Waller (raven3500@att.net) 

IMPORTANT: All participants must have a signed waiver which 
can be found here: http://gatewaypaintball.com/waiver.html 

Music Announcements 

 

The first professional recording of our Schoenstein & Co. pipe 
organ will be available soon! David Erwin has recorded a 
selection of Christmas music for the CD which is entitled On 
Christmas Night – Organ Music from Ladue Chapel. Much of 
the music on the disc is based on familiar carols, with some less
-familiar music which will become new favorites. Included is 
music from France and Germany, with a few holiday treats from 
England and North America as well! On two tracks David is 
joined by musicians from the Saint Louis Symphony 
Orchestra. The CDs will sell for $15 each, and all proceeds from 
this project will go to the music endowment fund.  We are 
grateful to Gretchen H. Ross for a generous gift which has 
made this project possible.   
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