
LADUE CHAPEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) ·  ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI OCTOBER 30, 2019 VOL. 36  NO. 33 

OCTOBER 30, 2019 · THE CHAPEL BELL  1   

FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

 

When I arrived at one of the congregations I served years ago, the Search 
Committee threw a Welcome Party. The woman who hosted the party, loved 
quirky napkins. That evening she provided bright red and white napkins 
imprinted with these words: “First impressions only happen once” – a message 
that was both reassuring and intimidating! 
 

After two months serving as your Interim/Transitional Pastor, I have several 
first impressions of Ladue Chapel: 
 

� The bright simplicity of children, lighting candles and carrying the Bible - a 
sign of joyful hope 

� A busy building, beautifully maintained and full of small groups and 
community programs all hours of the day and night 

� A talented staff, that arrives each day eager to work and dream and laugh together 
� A full 11am service, with music that warms the heart, and liturgy that honors the words and rituals of 

reverent tradition 

� Session members who arrive on time, submit excellent and timely reports, and are ready to think big 
and wrestle with change 

� Eating and lots of it! – home cooked meals that provide comfort and connection 

� Financial stability that ensures the future – and offers the opportunity to turn wealth into mission and 
justice for the world 

� Pockets of warmth and hospitality that contradict the label of “country club church” that much of the 
outside world has placed on this congregation   

� An exceptional number of multi-generational families that call Ladue Chapel home 

 

But these gifts that I have come to love about Ladue Chapel, also have given rise to some curious 
questions in my soul: 
 

� Why is attendance at the 8:30 service so small (rarely over 50), and why do worshippers sit so far 
apart? (The singing would be so much better if you cozied up a bit!) 

� When “growing spiritually” is among the top priorities of the congregation, why don’t more folks come 
to Worship on Wednesdays – a weekly feast of nourishing food and spiritual formation? 

� Why are we so hesitant to talk about social issues that are festering in our world – climate change and 
gun violence and a broken immigration system and rural poverty and alienation? Our Christian 
vocation calls us to be healers and repairers of the breech. 

� Why are we not telling the Ladue Chapel story throughout our neighborhood and the St. Louis Metro 
Region? Is the bright hope and excellence of this congregation a light you are hiding for a reason? 

� When we proclaim clearly that we want to welcome new members and young families, why are we 
resisting the changes they are asking us to make? 

� With over 7 million dollars in endowment and restricted funds, how can we invest in bringing abundant 
life to our city, our denomination, and the larger world? 

 

God is claiming and choosing Ladue Chapel to make a bold witness in the world – to proclaim outside our 
walls as well as inside our sanctuary the Good News of Grace and Hope and Justice. As we move 
forward as a congregation, how can we recommit ourselves to be the Resurrected Body of Christ in 
the world? 

 

Thanks for being YOU! 
Susan Andrews 
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Ladue Chapel Food Ministry Team 

For many years, dedicated Ladue Chapel volunteer drivers rose early three mornings each week to pick up 
fresh food from local supermarkets for sorting and repackaging by still more LC volunteers at the “white 
house Food Bank” located in the corner of the church parking lot. Their efforts resulted in over 275,000 
pounds of food being distributed each year to local St. Louis food pantries! Sadly, that operation was closed 
down earlier this year due to changes in operating procedures of the supermarkets involved.  

A new mission opportunity for Ladue Chapel members has arisen from the ashes of our former Food Bank 
operations.   

Isaiah 58 Ministries, one of the local food pantries we have been involved with for many years, has staff that 
gather fresh food directly from local markets, including a Whole Foods store. The groceries are distributed to 
60-75 residents in the lower level of a church in the city’s South Grand neighborhood. A dedicated group of 
Ladue Chapel members who formerly worked the “old” food bank now work at Isaiah 58 Ministries on the 
second and fourth Friday of each month, assisting Isaiah 58 in their efforts to distribute fresh food to those in 
need.  

We could use a few more volunteers. It is extremely rewarding work and special skills are not 
required. The work is not physically taxing.  

Our team meets at Ladue Chapel at 8:30 a.m. on the second and fourth Friday of each month to carpool to 
the South Grand location. We are usually back home by noon. Four to eight volunteers work each time. The 
quarterly schedule is set in advance. You can choose your shift(s), and vacations and seasonal relocations 
can be worked around.  

For more information, contact Jim Lippert (314-576-1572) or Steve Nystrom (314-454-0421) . Try it - you will 
be glad you did! 

Cares & Concerns 

 

Recently Hospitalized or Recovering at Home: Tom Grass, Jan Thomas, Bob Strain, Lorraine Christofferson   
 

If you are aware of a member in the hospital or anticipating a hospitalization, please call the church office at 
993-4771 ext 0 or speak to one of the pastors.  We are available to offer a ministry of care, compassion, 
and prayer in times of need. 
  

Joys & Celebrations 

 

Congratulations to Ali Hoeman and Andrew Hardee who were married on Saturday, October 19, at 
Highland Park Presbyterian Church in Dallas. Ali is the daughter of Mark & Karen Hoeman. 

Adult Education—Session III, November 3 

Religion 

 

“How the Idea of God has De-
veloped: A Faith Perspective” 
 

Leader: Carla Mae Streeter, 
OP, Professor/emerita Aquinas 
Institute of Technology 

Arts 

 

“President Grant” 
 

Leader: Chris Saxton, teacher 
AP US History at Ladue Horton 
Watkins High School. 

Family Matters 

 

“How Anxiety Shows Up” 
 

Leader: Amy Stark, MDiv, MSW, 
LCSW, Staff Therapist at Care 
and Counseling 
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John Mozeliak at Ladue Chapel 
 

The Men's Fellowship Committee invites 
everyone to our 2019 Speaker Series - Tuesday, 
November 5! The committee has arranged a 
sports-themed dinner with current President of 
Baseball Operations of the St. Louis Cardinals, 
John Mozeliak. Join us on Tuesday, November 5 
at 6:15 p.m., for dinner, then to listen to John 
Mozeliak. RSVP in the church office, 314-993-

4771, or email Bob Cranston 
(bccran@swbell.net) 

Calling All Greeters & Those Interested in 
Becoming a Greeter!   

 

Everyone is invited to our first annual 
greeter meeting, 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Sunday, November 3, in the 
Fireside room. We will go over 
protocol, distribute the revised 
Welcome Team manuals as well 
as discuss what it means to be a 
greater. Please come with your 
visions, questions, and sugges-
tions! RSVP to Larry Daniels - 
Chair, of the New Member Com-
mittee (636-399-6464) if you plan to 
attend. Thank you for your commit-
ment to this ministry and know that you 
truly make a difference in allowing Ladue Chap-
el to be a welcoming church!! 

Women's Association Novem-
ber Program 

 

The Ladue Chapel Women's 
Association will welcome Dr. 
Rev. Susan Andrews at its 
November 5 program. It 
will be a great opportunity to 
learn more about Susan and 

for her to get to know us. 
Everyone is welcome to at-

tend this program! Please plan 
to join us at 11 a.m. and stay for 

a catered lunch at noon. Please call 
the office by Friday, November 1 to 

make a reservation. We look forward to seeing 
YOU! 

DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?    
 

 

As an acolyte lights the candles on the 
communion table, we are reminded that Jesus is 
the light of the world. In the Christian tradition, 
having two candles on the table symbolizes that 
Jesus was both human and divine. This tradition 
of having two candles has developed from an 
even earlier Jewish tradition of lighting two 
candles for Shabbat; one is lit to usher in the 
Sabbath, and the other is to create shalom 
(peace).  
 

At the end of the service, an acolyte extinguishes 
the candles on the table, but relights the taper 
and carries it out of the sanctuary as a reminder 
that we go out to be a reflection of Christ’s light to 
the world.  
 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 
path.                                       --Psalm 119: 105 

Prayer Retreat 
 

Join us Saturday, November 23 in the Fireside 
Room from 8:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. As Advent 
approaches, you are invited to rest in God’s 
presence with Dieter Heinzl and Anne Peacock. 
Join us as we spend the morning in prayer 
through silence and reflection with art, music, 
and God’s Word. The labyrinth will also be avail-
able to walk in Fellowship Hall before, during and 
after the retreat. Friends welcome. RSVP to 
Anne Peacock 314-993-4771 x3122 or apea-
cock@laduechapel.org Cost: $5 

Watcher’s Eve 

 

Join us for Watcher’s Eve worship, dinner, and 
decorating from 4:30-7:00 p.m. on Sunday, De-
cember 1. Sign-up after each Sunday Service in 
the Gathering Place or call the office at 314-993-

4771, ext 0 to get your advance ticket and re-
duced price! Advance ticket price deadline is 4:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, November 26th. Prices for ad-
vance tickets: Adults & Youth (11 y.o. & old-
er): $12; Children (10 y.o. & under): $6; Family 
Maximum: $36 (Family defined as living in same 
household). Childcare will be available for chil-
dren age three and younger. 



 

Sunday, November 3 
Worship Services at 8:30 & 

11:00 a.m. 
 

Scriptures 

Hab. 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Ps.119:137-

144; 2 Thess. 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 
19:1-10 

 

Music Ministry 

At both services, Chancel Choir 
will sing “And I Saw a New 
Heaven” by Edgar Bainton and 
“Blessed” by Paul Weber, and 
tenor soloist Zachary Devin will 
sing “Sing Me to Heaven” by 
Daniel Gawthrop. 
 

At 11:00 a.m., GenRev Ringers 
will play a handbell peal. 
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Men’s and Women’s Retreats  
 

Men's Retreat—The Men's Retreat is January 10-11, 2020 at 
Marianist Retreat Center. Rev. Dieter Heinzl will speak after din-
ner on Friday evening and Rev. Amy Bertschausen, Exec. Dir. of 
Care and Counseling will join us on Saturday morning after 
breakfast. Cost for the full retreat is $125 and Saturday only is 
$62. To register, call the church office at 314-993-4771 or visit 
laduechapel.org/mens-retreat-2020/ Contact Steve Peacock at 
314-540-2667 if you have any questions. 
 

Women's Retreat—Save the Date for the Ladue Chapel Wom-
en's Retreat, January 24-25, 2020 at the Marianist Retreat 
Center. All women 18+ are invited to participate. Speaker: Rev. 
Dr. Sonia Waters. Registrater at laduechapel.org/connect/adult-
fellowship/womens-fellowship/retreat2020/ Questions? Please 
contact Mel Smith (msmith@laduechapel.org or 314-993-4771) 

Music Announcements 

 

Franck und Stein – November 17 at 3:00 p.m. 
César Franck was an important nineteenth-century French organist 
whose compositions inspired a new style of organ playing and 
composition in France. His final compositions, the Trois Chorals 
(Three Chorals) will be performed by organists Mark Scholtz, 
Robert Lehman and David Erwin on Sunday, November 17 at 3:00 
p.m., on our Schoenstein & Co. organ, which has just the right 
sounds (warm foundation stops, a capped Oboe Horn, and even 
the peculiar-sounding Vox Humana) to make this music come 
alive! A freewill offering will be received. 
 

And what could be better to follow an organ recital than a beer 
tasting? So plan to join us afterwards on the Fireside Room patio 
for a tasting of Urban Chestnut beers, plus ciders and specialty 
waters, and even homemade pretzels!   


