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Work Liberates You.” These were the words posted atop a 
wrought iron gate under which railroad tracks led straight 
into the gas chambers of Auschwitz. This obscene 

motto posted by German National Socialists (Nazis, for 
short) led not to liberation but enslavement and 
extermination of millions of Jews and other “undesirables.” 
Until the camp was actually liberated by Allied Forces 75 
years ago on January 27, 1945. 
 

I still wrestle with the complicity or indifference of my own 
family in the horrors of that time. When asked, neither my 
parents nor my grandparents were forthcoming with 
information. I just met a wall of silence. I spoke about this with a Jewish friend of mine, my 
helplessness regarding how to approach my feelings of shame and guilt. She looked at me and said, 
“You are not guilty, but you are responsible for telling the story so that this will never happen again.” 
 

Since I know where anti-semitism and the fear of the other can and do lead when not addressed, I am 
telling the story of the liberation of Auschwitz on its anniversary. Anti- semitism is on the rise in this 
country and around the world, and leaders of nations continue to stoke fear of the other for monetary 
and political gain. This is not in keeping with Jesus’s commandment that “we ought to love one 
another just as I loved you.” If the Bible teaches us anything, it is that God desires love, not hate, for 
all of God’s creatures, including you and me. -- Dieter 
 

On Monday, January 20, 2020, many schools and businesses remained closed in honor of Martin 
Luther King Jr. This “holiday” has come to be a day where people take time to serve in the 
community, attend rallies and find their own ways to remember and tell the stories not only of Martin 
Luther King Jr. but of the many who marched, protested and 

died during the civil rights movement. 
 

This year I watch the movie “Selma”—which retells the events of the Selma to Montgomery Marches 
in 1965. It has only been 56 years sense King wrote “A Letter from Birmingham Jail”, 54 years sense 
the march from Selma to Montgomery and the Voting Rights Act, and 51 years sense King was 
assassinated. As much as we may want to believe this history is behind us, in reality, there is still 
work to be done in order to establish justice and true equity. -- Mel 
 

In a day and age when many of our children and youth are being exposed to hateful rhetoric and 
some are even being radicalized online, we want to lift-up the importance of telling these stories. It is, 
after all, our responsibility as loving people of faith to tell and retell, again and again, the stories that 
point to the good news of God’s presence and that invite us to love our neighbors as Christ has loved 
us. 
 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate, only love can 
do that.” Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
 

-Mel and Dieter 



 

PNC UPDATE 

 

 

Our silence does not mean we’ve been idle! The PNC has been meeting weekly to complete the 
Mission Study, which compiles your comments from the HolyCow! Survey and Community Conver-
sations. From this data we also completed the Ministry Information Form (MIF), which is what candi-
dates will initially read once Ladue Chapel’s Pastor, Head of Staff position is posted. So what’s 
next? Very soon, the PNC will present the Mission Study and MIF to Session for approval and then 
to Presbytery’s committee for their approval. Very soon after, we will post the MIF on the PCUSA 
website and the PNC will begin reviewing applications. Stay tuned for future updates! 
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Cares & Concerns 

 

Recently Hospitalized or Recovering at Home: Tom Grass, Don Carlson 

 

A military service will be held at Jefferson Barracks on February 28, at 11:00 a.m., for Paul Vaporean. Gifts to the 
church may be made in memory of Paul. Checks should be made payable to Ladue Chapel, with the memo 
“IMO Paul Vaporean.  
 

If you are aware of a member in the hospital or anticipating a hospitalization, please call the church office at 993-4771 ext 0 or 
speak to one of the pastors.  We are available to offer a ministry of care, compassion, and prayer in times of need. 

Arts 
Imaging Women 
from the Bible in 

Western Art 
Gulick Room 

Leader:  Edie Tash-
man  
 

 

Religion  
What is political 

theology and why 
you should care? 

Leutwiler Room 

 
 

Contemporary Is-
sues 

And the Rivers Run 
Through It: our riv-
ers, our impact and 

their future 
Fireside Room 

Personal Growth 
Medical Month 
Mellow Library 

 

Adult Education Session V 
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The Antiques Roadshow is returning to Ladue 
Chapel! 

 

On Tuesday, February 4, we welcome back 
church member and professional appraiser Julie 
Nicolai for her expertise. This is an opportunity 
for you to bring in an item and Julie will 
estimate its value. We will meet in Fireside at 11 
a.m.  and enjoy a catered lunch ($10) after the 
event. Please call the church office and 
make a reservation by Friday, January 
31.  

Fish Fry Friday! 
 

Redirecting the venerable reformed Lenten tradi-
tion, your Men's Fellowship announces a 
"premiere" for Ladue Chapel: Lenten BBQ!! Join 
us on Friday, March 6 between 5-7:00 p.m., as we 
grill hamburgers, sausages, hot dogs, brats, and 
vegetables! There will be other food as well. 
Come and have fun with us! Cost is $10/person 
(age 9 and under are free). RSVP through the 
church office. 

Ladue Chapel Family Game Night 
 

Friday, February 7 from 6:00 PM to 7:30  p.m. 
All ages are welcome for this fun evening so 
bring your family and friends! Cost is $5 per per-
son with a max of $10 per household to cover the 
cost of the pizza. We will kick off the night with 

Pizza and Bingo.  Bingo will include traditional 
Bingo along with Picture Bingo for the 

little ones. 
Please bring either a new or gen-

tly used book for the Bingo Prize 
Table for each person that will 
be playing. The evening will 
conclude with a team scaven-
ger hunt around the church. 
Please contact Patty Boehm 
(patriciajboehm@gmail.com) 
if you have any questions. 
Hope you can join us for this 

fun evening!  

Chili Lunch 

 

The Men's Fellowship invites you to our second 
annual chili Lunch! Join us after the late service 
on February 23 in Fellowship Hall to taste many 
different kinds of chili. Cost is $10 per person 
(Age 9 and under are free). In lie of paying, you 
are welcome to share you own chili (please email 
Steve Peacock steviep65@icloud.com). RSVP 
through the church office. 

Women’s Book Club 

 

Beginning in February, the Ladue Chapel Wom-
en’s Book Club will meet on the second Monday 
of the month. If you are a woman interested in 
reading and discussing the book selections, 
please join us! Check the Women’s Association’s 
bulletin board for information and additional op-
portunities. Flyers with future reading will be 
available there as well. Future Book Club Meet-
ings: Feb. 10 - This Tender Land, by William Kent 
Krueger; Mar. 9 – The Girl from Berlin, by Ronald 
H. Balson; Apr. 13 – Virgil Wander, by Leif Enger; 
and May 11 – The Nickel Boys, by Colson White-
head.  

Lenten Breakfast Series 

 

The Men’s Fellowship Committee 
is pleased to announce the Len-
ten Breakfast Series! Fridays, 
February 28 – Good Friday, April 
10 in Fellowship Hall. All are wel-
come! The morning begins with cof-
fee at 7:30 a.m., breakfast at 7:45 
a.m., and the speaker for that day at 
8:10 a.m. A line-up of speakers will be 
announced soon. The cost is $10 per per-
son. Save the dates and be sure to join us! 

Wooster Chorus in Concert – Wednesday, 
March 18 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The Wooster Chorus, from the College of 
Wooster in Ohio, one of our leading PC/USA col-
leges, will present a concert in our sanctuary on 
Wednesday, March 18 at 7:00 p.m. One of the 
featured singers is senior Andrew Peacock, from 
Ladue Chapel. (Andrew was heard recently as 
one of the kings on Epiphany Sunday). We have 
been asked to provide overnight housing for the 
70 singers, so if you can host some singers, 
please contact David Erwin or Anne Peacock. 



 

In Their Own Words Concert – Sunday, February 16 at 
3:00 p.m.   

 

“The Power of Spirituals” is an interactive event based on Eileen Guenther’s 
recently-published book In Their Own Words: Slave Life and the Power of 
Spirituals. In this program Guenther, a graduate of Kirkwood High School, 
combines first-person narratives from books written by those formerly en-
slaved, interviews conducted with them in the 1930s and her own commen-

tary. These narratives are interwoven with the singing of 
spirituals by guest soprano and St. 
Louis native Marlissa Hudson, our 
Ladue Chapel Choir, and the audi-
ence. Included on the program will 
be several familiar spirituals, in-
cluding Witness, I Want Jesus to 
Walk with Me, He’s Got the Whole 
World in His Hands, and Steal 
Away.   

Sunday, February 2 
Worship Services at 8:30 & 

11:00 a.m. 
 

Scriptures 

Micah 6:1-8; Ps. 15; 1 Cor. 
1:18-31; Matt. 5:1-12 

 

Music Ministry  
At 8:30, Tenor Eric Hiby will 
sing The Beatitudes by 
Malotte. 
 

At 11:00, Chancel Choir will 
sing The Beatitudes by Bob 
Chilcott. 

The Chapel Bell 
Newsletter of  

Y O U N G  M I N D S   

  

  Y O U N G  H E A R T S   

  

  Y O U N G  F A I T H  

F<=>?@ G<=A N>BCD >E  

FF>G<@,  FAHFI<F@ 7!

9450 Clayton Road 

St. Louis, MO  63124-1568 

  

 

Ladue Chapel Nursery School—We are gearing up for the 
2020-2021 school year at Ladue Chapel Nursery 
School.  Please see the website for more information or call Ka-
ren at 993-3993. 
 

 

Ladue Chapel PDO— Play Day Out is now accepting enroll-
ment for our 2020 Summer Camp. Our camp offers a wide varie-
ty of summer activities to enjoy, including art projects, water 
play, and treasure hunts for ages 2-5 years old. The fun begins 
at 9:00 a.m. and ends after lunch at 1:00 p.m. Monday – Thurs-
day July 6-23. Camp registration is available in the Gathering 
Place, on the counter by the south hall, at the church website or 
by contacting Terry Schlueter at (314) 993-2429. 
 


