
LADUE CHAPEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) ·  ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI JANUARY 21, 2020 VOL. 36  NO. 40 

JANUARY 21, 2020 · THE CHAPEL BELL  1   

Dear Ladue Chapel Friends: 
 

The only thing that does not change is change itself. (Author unknown) 
 

During the past four months, we have experimented with some new liturgical 
forms (Passing of the Peace, weekly pouring of baptismal waters, a more 
child friendly Watcher’s Eve, etc.), transitioned from two bulletins to one on 
Sunday mornings, slightly changed the structure and process of Session 

meetings, and added a few new touches (banners hanging from the front of 
the church building, a Blue December Service, etc.) There have also been 
some changes in staff responsibilities and titles considered by the Staff 
Resources Committee and approved by the Session: 
 

Dieter Heinzl and Mel Smith – because of expanding responsibilities, Dieter and Mel will now have 
the titles of Associate Pastor. Formerly Associate Pastor for Faith Formation, Dieter has added much 
of the ministry of pastoral care. Mel, formerly Associate Pastor for Youth and Young Adults, has 
added on creative work with the Mission Committee and the New Member Committee (including a 
new Marketing Task Force). 
David Erwin – recognizing his deep faith and liturgical training, David’s title has changed from 
Director of Music Ministries to Minister of Music 

Tom Sargent – more accurately reflecting his duties, Tom’s new title is Director of Finance and 

Operations (formerly Business Administrator) 
Anne Peacock – reflecting her increasing skill and training in Spiritual Direction, Anne’s new title is 
Director of Spiritual Life (formerly (Ministry Assistant) 
John Poelker, Rian Beaulieu, David Westhoff, and Warren Thomason – More accurately 
reflecting the many faceted work that they do, these true servants of the church are now known as the 
Maintenance Staff (not the Custodial Staff). The 2020 Working Budget also reflects a much-needed 
jump in compensation for our Maintenance Staff. 
 

In December we received the resignation of Rebecca Braun as our Member Care and Music 
Ministries Assistant (Rebecca has started a new job with the Kirkwood School District that better suits 
her needs as a single Mom). And our Suzanne Williams has announced her retirement as Financial 
Assistant on August 15, 2020 (after 20 years in various roles on the Ladue Chapel staff). The Staff 
Resources Committee will take this opportunity to review the design and responsibilities of the 
Support Staff model. 
 

We are delighted to announce that as a way of affirming and clarifying Mel Smith’s role in the church, 
the Session has approved and the congregation will be asked at the Annual Meeting on February 
23rd to call her as a CALLED and INSTALLED Associate Pastor. Mel has been with the congregation 
for 7 years – first as Director of Youth and Young Adults, and then for 6 years as a DESIGNATED 
Associate Pastor (a renewable contract position usually paid at a lower salary than an installed and 
called Associate Pastor). As Mel’s role and responsibilities have grown, the Staff Resources 
Committee and Session have recognized that this change in title and status is well deserved. 
 

Stay tuned! Who knows what changes might still be in the air? 

 

Blessings on this transitional journey – Susan Andrews, Interim Pastor 



 

2  JANUARY 21, 2020 · THE CHAPEL BELL 

Cares & Concerns 

 

Recently Hospitalized or Recovering at Home: Tom Grass, Sally Higginbotham 

 

If you are aware of a member in the hospital or anticipating a hospitalization, please call the church office at 993-4771 ext 0 or 
speak to one of the pastors.  We are available to offer a ministry of care, compassion, and prayer in times of need. 
 

Joys & Celebrations 

 

Congratulations to Stacy and Edmund Sumner on the baptism of their son, Broderick Elias 
Sumner, on January 19. 
 

Congratulations to Morgan and April Jensen on the birth of Morgan Lewis Jensen Jr., on December 
7. Proud grandparents are Richard and Louise Jensen. 

Route 345 is going to 
Incredible Pizza 

 

 Join us at 1:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, January 26, 
for lunch at Incredible 
Pizza!  There will be 3 
hours following lunch 
for games and activities.  
The cost is $23 per per-
son and everyone is in-
vited to attend.  Bring 
the whole family! 

Adult Education Session IV 

Arts 
Faith in the Future: Four Institutions that Shaped St. Louis 

Gulick Room 

 

Religion  
War and Peace in the Christian Tradition 

Fireside Room 

 

Family Matters 
Mellow Library 
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The Antiques Roadshow is returning to Ladue 
Chapel! 

 

On Tuesday, February 4, we welcome back 
church member and professional appraiser Julie 
Nicolai for her expertise. This is an opportunity 
for you to bring in an item and Julie will 
estimate its value. We will meet in Fireside at 11 
a.m.  and enjoy a catered lunch ($10) after the 
event. Please call the church office and make a 
reservation by Friday, January 31.  

New Member Class 

 

Join us at 9:45 a.m. to learn more about Ladue 
Chapel and the meaning of being Presbyterian on 
Sundays, January 26 & February 2, in Bickel Con-
ference Room, then breakfast with Session at 
9:45 a.m. on Sunday, February 9 in Fellowship 
Hall, followed by recognition in the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service. Contact Julie Walther-Scheibel at 
314-993-4771 ext 3112 for more information. 

Ladue Chapel Family Game Night 
 

Friday, February 7 from 6:00 PM to 7:30  p.m. 
All ages are welcome for this fun evening so 
bring your family and friends! Cost is $5 per per-
son with a max of $10 per household to cover the 
cost of the pizza. We will kick off the night with 

Pizza and Bingo.  Bingo will include traditional 
Bingo along with Picture Bingo for the 

little ones. 
Please bring either a new or gen-

tly used book for the Bingo Prize 
Table for each person that will 
be playing. The evening will 
conclude with a team scaven-
ger hunt around the church. 
Please contact Patty Boehm 
(patriciajboehm@gmail.com) 
if you have any questions. 
Hope you can join us for this 

fun evening!  

Clean-Up Buckets 

 

Many hands make light work! Help 
us fill 240 Clean-Up Buckets to be 
distributed by Presbyterian Disas-
ter Assistance to those in need 
after natural disasters. On Janu-
ary 26 at 12:15 p.m., join us in 
Fellowship Hall to help fill the 
buckets with clean-up sup-
plies. You can also sponsor a buck-
et for $25 to cover the cost of the 
supplies that go in to the buck-
et. Members of the Mission Committee will 
be in the Gathering Space on Sunday morn-
ings in January to collect for this worthy mission 
activity.   Women’s Book Club 

 

Beginning in February, the Ladue Chapel Wom-
en’s Book Club will meet on the second Monday 
of the month. If you are a woman interested in 
reading and discussing the book selections, 
please join us! Check the Women’s Association’s 
bulletin board for information and additional op-
portunities. Flyers with future reading will be 
available there as well. Future Book Club Meet-
ings: Feb. 10 - This Tender Land, by William Kent 
Krueger; Mar. 9 – The Girl from Berlin, by Ronald 
H. Balson; Apr. 13 – Virgil Wander, by Leif Enger; 
and May 11 – The Nickel Boys, by Colson White-
head.  

Lenten Breakfast Series 

 

The Men’s Fellowship Committee is pleased to 
announce the Lenten Breakfast Series! Fridays, 
February 28 – Good Friday, April 10 in Fellow-
ship Hall. All are welcome! The morning begins 
with coffee at 7:30 a.m., breakfast at 7:45 a.m., 
and the speaker for that day at 8:10 a.m. A line-

up of speakers will be announced soon. The cost 
is $10 per person. Save the dates and be sure to 
join us! 

Wooster Chorus in Concert – Wednesday, 
March 18 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The Wooster Chorus, from the College of 
Wooster in Ohio, one of our leading PC/USA col-
leges, will present a concert in our sanctuary on 
Wednesday, March 18 at 7:00 p.m. One of the 
featured singers is senior Andrew Peacock, from 
Ladue Chapel. (Andrew was heard recently as 
one of the kings on Epiphany Sunday). We have 
been asked to provide overnight housing for the 
70 singers, so if you can host some singers, 
please contact David Erwin or Anne Peacock. 



 

In Their Own Words Concert – Sunday, February 16 at 
3:00 p.m.   

 

“The Power of Spirituals” is an interactive event based on Eileen Guen-
ther’s recently-published book In Their Own Words:  Slave Life and the 
Power of Spirituals.  In this program Guenther, a graduate of Kirkwood 
High School, combines first-person narratives from books written by 
those formerly enslaved, interviews conducted with them in the 1930s 
and her own commentary.  These narratives are interwoven with the 
singing of spirituals by guest soprano and St. Louis native Marlissa 
Hudson, our Ladue Chapel Choir, and the audience.  Many Americans 
have gaps in their historic and cultural education; this powerful music 
and the texts of this presentation not only shine a light on the events of 
the past, but also offer hope and reconciliation to present-day circum-
stances. 
 

Sunday, January 26 
Worship Services at 8:30 & 

11:00 a.m. 
 

Scriptures 

Isa. 9:1-4; Ps. 27:1, 4-9; 1 
Cor. 1:10-18; Matt. 4:12-23  
 

Music Ministry  
At both services, violinist 
Hannah Frey will play works 
by Corelli and Dubois. 
At 11:00, Chancel Choir will 
sing “The Summons” (“Will 
You Come and Follow Me?”) 
by John Bell 
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Ladue Chapel Nursery School—We are gearing up for the 
2020-2021 school year at Ladue Chapel Nursery 
School.  Please see the website for more information or call Ka-
ren at 993-3993. 
 

Ladue Chapel PDO—PDO is looking for substitute teachers to 
add to our sub list. If you are interested, please contact Terry at  
993-2429. 

 

LCNS Yoga: On Mondays at 2:30 p.m., there are level 1 and 
2 yoga classes available to all members. The classes are in-
structed by Mary Ann Kuehl certified through alliance, with 25 
years of experience in fitness. For more details, call Mary Ann at 
(314) 495-4643. The cost is $10 per class  
 


